Etiological investigation of farmer's lung disease: a serological study.
To confirm the main etiological antigen of farmer's lung in Dafeng County, Jiangsu Province, People's Republic of China, precipitins in serum from 30 patients with farmer's lung were tested with several strains of antigens. Reactions against two strains of T.vulgaris were shown in 46.7% and 66.7% of the patients group, which were significantly higher than in the controls, while the percentage of reactions against Faenia rectivirgula and A. fumigates were low in the patients group and had no significant difference with the controls. The results indicate that the main etiological agents were some strains of T. vulgaris. This finding was consistent with the microbiological study of sputum of the patients and moldy hay samples from the working area.